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Feast of Christ the King
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THE BAPTIZED AS BENEFICIARIES OF CHRIST'S WORK
Lawrence E. Frizzell
In the Roman rite of Baptism, each person is anointed both before and after the new birth in water
and the Holy Spirit (see Jn 3:5-8). First, the oil of catechumens is used to symbolize the healing of
human nature in this sacrament; then the chrism is applied to the person's head as sign that he or she
shares now in the priestly, prophetic and royal function of Christ's mission.
Christ the great Prophet, who proclaimed the kingdom of his Father by the testimony of his life
and the power of his words, continually fulfills his prophetic office until his full glory is
revealed. He does this not only through the hierarchy who teach in his name and with his
authority, but also through the laity (Vatican II, Constitution on the Church #35).
During his public ministry Jesus was recognized as a prophet like Moses, promised in the book of
Deuteronomy (18:15, 18). When people saw the multiplication of loaves to be a sign like the gift of
manna, they proclaimed: "This is undoubtedly the Prophet who is to come into the world" (Jn
6:14). In their enthusiasm they might declare him to be their king, so Jesus fled to the mountain
alone (6:15). His disciples needed time to hear (even though they would not learn) the complete
message of Jesus concerning the Kingdom of God and the new life he had come to bring. Only after
the resurrection would they appreciate fully what Jesus had accomplished.
The Fourth Gospel records that Nathanael called Jesus the Son of God and the King of Israel (1:49);
Israel referred to all twelve tribes and was an honorific title for the chosen people. The Gentile
Pontius Pilate could only discuss the political-geographical region over which he ruled with a heavy
hand so the title "King of the Jews (Judeans)" seemed to imply that Jesus was considered to be an
upstart who was rebelling against Tiberias Caesar. In his defense, Jesus explained that his kingdom
did not belong to "this world", which is under Satan's dominion (see 13:2; 16:11). The great task of
Jesus the Prophet was to testify to the truth, to the divine plan for the redemption of human beings
from falsehood, sin and death.
At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples that he united in his own person the mission of king,
prophet and priest. "I am the way, the truth and the life" (14:6) is a statement that portrays Jesus as
the king guiding his followers on the way to the home of his Father, the prophet instructing them
about the truth of divine mysteries and promises, the Good Shepherd offering himself as both priest
and victim to deliver them from death to life (10:11 and 17; 1:29). Thus the Gospel refers to Pilate's
question as supreme irony. Jesus stands before him and he philosophizes: "What is truth?" (18:30).
Jesus had stated that anyone committed to the truth hears his voice (18:37), so at that point Pilate
was not among Jesus' sheep (10:4 and 14).

1

In the vision of Daniel concerning the heavenly court at judgment, a mysterious being "like a son of
man (human being)" came into God's presence and received dominion, glory and kingship (7:13).
This figure represents the chosen people. "Then kingship and dominion and majesty of all the
kingdoms under the heavens shall be given to the holy people of the Most High" (Dn 7:27). The
Gospels show that Jesus applied this title to himself, not only to identify himself with humanity
during his humiliation and death, but also to hint at his return to judge the world. In both events he
manifested his royal dignity. Tragically, he was mocked and crowned with thorns (Jn 19:5) but for
the faithful he is "the faithful witness (to God's truth), the first-born from the dead (in the
resurrection) and the ruler of the kings of the earth" (Rv 1:5). His Paschal Mystery benefits all the
baptized, who become "a royal nation of priests in the service of his God and Father" (1:6). This
Christian vocation of the baptized is the basis for the rendering their worship (service) worthy of
union with the sacrifice of the Lamb (see Rv 5:6-10).
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